
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Spring is upon us, bringing with it a sense of renewal and hope of better days to come! While life has been 
anything but normal during this past year the work of West Virginia Grand Chapter has continued. From your chapter 
donations and Grand Chapter's investments in June of 2020 the Education Committee was able to award 32 Future Stars 
Youth Scholarships. We wish to extend a special thank you to the Grand Trustees for managing our finances and making 
these scholarships possible. Additionally, an E.S.T.A.R.L. Scholarship was awarded to a young man studying in Youth 
Ministry.

It is now time to turn our attention to our 2021 awards and the young people who need our help to continue 
their education. The pandemic and school closures caused additional challenges last year for students, resulting in 
special accommodations being instituted for the 2020 applications. With students having returned to campus and the 
classroom, both in person and virtually, we are reinstating our grade requirements and due date for this year's awards.

The Future Stars Youth Scholarship Application form has been updated. It, along with the Application Check List, 
is available on the West Virginia Eastern Star Facebook page, web site, and in the Grand Secretary's office. All students 
are required to submit a packet containing a completed application, an official transcript showing grades through Spring 
of 2021, an ACT/SAT/GRE score sheet, personal essay and 2 recommendations by June 15, 2021. All applicants must be 
sponsored by your local chapter. The application must be sealed by the chapter Secretary and signed by the Worthy 
Matron. No applications may be submitted via email or any other online source. If any application received is 
incomplete, using the provided contact information, a sincere effort will be made to allow the student to provide the 
missing requirements by the deadline of June 15th. Please encourage your students to submit a COMPLETE application 
the first time to receive their maximum score and potential award. No application which is not complete by June 15th 
will be considered.

The E.S.T.A.R.L. Scholarship, for students who are attending an accredited institution to prepare them for 
Christian Ministry or Christian Education will also be awarded. A complete packet including the completed application, 
an official transcript showing grades through Spring 2021, four letters of recommendation, and an optional photo, are 
due by June 15, 2021. These applications will need to be sponsored by a local chapter, sealed by the chapter Secretary, 
and signed by the Worthy Matron to be considered for an award. E.S.T.A.R.L. applications are also available on the 
Facebook page, web site, and in the Grand Secretary's office. No application may be submitted via email or other online 
source. The application must be complete by June 15th to be considered.

This has certainly been a difficult year for all of us. All charitable organizations have suffered during this 
pandemic. Without Eastern Star chapters being able to meet or hold fundraisers, donations to these 2 projects have 
been extremely low to date. Combined with the stock market uncertainties, we are currently anticipating having 50% 
less money to award for our Future Stars Youth Scholarships than we did in 2018. While E.S.T.A.R.L. funds are not as in 
demand, we are not as well positioned to provide awards as we hoped. If you, or your chapter, are in position to 
donate, by June 1st, to these worthwhile projects you can help our future members and leaders meet their educational 
goals in 2021.

The Education Committee and I thank you for your dedication to make the Future Stars Youth 
Scholarship and the E.S.T.A.R.L. Scholarship such successful programs!

In Star Love,
Fran Lemley, GGCCM
Education Chair

Approved by the Worthy Grand Matron, Linda Fowler via phone March 19, 2021


