
I hope you are enjoying the beautiful spring weather that our state has had this month as much as I
have.

It s hard to believe that when I made the decision last March 14th in Hamlin that all remaining Grand 
Visitations would be cancelled until further notice that we would still have all the safety precautions against 
the COVID-19 virus in place to date. I also followed the Grand Master's suggestion that we give the secretaries 
and treasurers permission to pay bills that would need to be paid if the chapter did not meet due to lack of a 
quorum. Permission was also granted to chapters to perform Memorial Services if a family so requested but 
using only the officers needed and observing social-distancing as much as possible. All my COVID restrictions 
from last year are still in effect until further notice. A copy is included with this mailing.

I am hoping that each chapter will put every effort in trying to get back to some normalcy by having 
elections and installations. Let's try having the Worthy Patron preside over the election of new officers for the 
coming year. This could be a wonderful new start for all chapters. All officers can be installed at the seats of 
their new stations. Last year's guidelines will be included in this mailing.

Due to the fact that most of our compromised and elderly members have been able to be vaccinated, I 
will allow refreshments to be served after a meeting with one consideration: the food must be pre-packaged 
individually wrapped servings, e.g. Little Debbie's cakes, small bags of chips, crackers, etc. Individual servings 
of canned pop or bottles of water could be offered. Social-distancing should be observed as much as possible. 
No covered-dish dinners or catered meals may be held at this time.

There will still be no singing in the chapter room. The organist can play the opening and closing odes 
and the national anthem and appropriate music as the chaplain prays.

Most Worthy Grand Matron, Marianne Shenfelt, in her official letter on May 16,2020, stated that it is 
not possible to have extensive introductions and escorting and still observe social distancing, but it would be 
acceptable to introduce members and visitors from their places in the chapter room. It is also acceptable to 
give Grand Honors to those entitled to receive them when they are introduced from their seats in the chapter 
room.

Marianne also recommends that the ballot box be placed on the altar for balloting. If the ballot box is 
carried by the Associate Conductress she should present the ballot box by extending it toward the voting 
member as far as is comfortably possible to maintain social distancing. The handling of the ballot box and 
those casting ballots should protect the safety of all members by using hand sanitizer.

Because there are no new changes in our introductions and any other floor work and because it would 
be difficult to observe social distancing with so many people in the room, there will be no Ritual School again 
this year.



The annual Eastern Star picnic was also discussed at the meeting I called. Questions on whether we 
could social-distance under the picnic pavilion and how we could limit the number of people showing up were 
discussed. Also, we would not be able to serve food covered-dish style. It was suggested that everyone bring 
his/her own sack lunch and beverage as they used to do many years ago. As of this date, I have not made a 
decision yet.

Life's Treasures Grand Chapter session is scheduled for September 28-October 2, 2021, at Embassy 
Suites in Charleston. The hotel will be following the CDC restrictions on social-distancing which has limitations 
on how many will be able to attend Grand Chapter sessions and banquets. Registration committee chairman, 
Mary Casto, will be returning fees members paid for reservations last year. She was hoping to avoid this, but 
now knowing who would still be coming there would be no way to keep an accurate account. As of now, our 
Grand Chapter session is closed to out-of-state visitors. Only those members who belong to a West Virginia 
chapter are allowed to be there. The session room's capacity as of now is 180 members. In 2019 there were 
469 present. Mary will keep a list of all who make their reservations (so don't delay). She will keep a list of 
reservations over 180 in case the CDC reduces their restrictions. Housing committee chairman, Charlene 
Cuppett, has the new housing forms ready which she will forward to Pat Kennedy for inclusion in this mailing. 
She also will be keeping a list of who registers first in case her situation would change due to CDC guidelines. 
Banquet Committee chairman, Judy Greenleaf, and I met last week with Aaron Bejffi^who is in charge of 
working with our group this year. Judy will be talking with the chairman of each individual banquet and let 
them know their total banquet reservations and what room they will be in. There, again, each chairman will 
have to keep a list of first-come reservations because the banquet's capacity will be about half the amount 
from the previous year's count. Each chairman will make reservations by the order they are received: first- 
come—up to the limits that are capped.

There will be no Grand Choir at Grand Chapter because of social distancing. Sister Jane Mullen has 
resigned as choir director because of health issues. Let us thank Jane for her many years of service by sending 
a thank you card to her.

It has been a hard 1 Vi years of presiding as your Worthy Grand Matron. I am not one who is used to 
be sitting at home and not travelling. The decisions that have been put in effect both last year and this year 
were made with deep consideration for the safety of all our members after consultation with the 
Jurisprudence Committee and the Ritual Chairman. It is sad to report that we have lost members in death due 
to COVID. Many others got COVID and, with a struggle, were able to fight the virus. We look forward to 
seeing you, our sisters and brothers, back into the chapter meetings and, hopefully, at Grand Chapter.

Linda Fowler, Worthy Grand Matron


